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Hearing 
	
	
“But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your 
ears because they hear. For truly I tell you, many prophets 
and righteous people longed to see what you see but did 
not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” 
 

Matthew 13:16-17 

	
In	 this	 Youtube	 clip,	 children	 are	 asked	 the	 question	 ‘Does	 God	 Speak	 to	 Us?’	
Without	hesitation,	the	children	begin	talking	about	the	different	ways	in	which	
God	speaks	to	us.	But	that	was	not	the	question	they	were	asked…	For	children	
who	understand	the	nature	of	our	God	–	there	 is	not	question	as	 to	whether	or	
not	God	speaks	to	us!	For	these	children,	God	does	speak	to	us	and	the	evidence	of	
this	is	found	firstly	in	the	Scriptures,	but	then	also	in	their	experiences	of	God.		
	
Have	 you	 ever	 wondered	 why	 it	 is	 so	 natural	 for	 children	 to	 perceive	 this,	
whereas	 for	 many	 adults	 the	 very	 notion	 seems	 ludicrous.	 I	 believe	 this	 is	
because	as	adults	we	understand	the	evil	that	is	in	the	world	and	even	in	the	very	
heart	of	human	beings	–	therefore	we	struggle	to	understand	how	a	God	that	is	
good	could	ever	stoop	down	to	speak	to	beings	as	sinful	as	us.	
	
That	is	the	miracle	of	Grace;	that	God	looks	upon	sinners	not	with	judgement	and	
rancour	but	with	the	love	of	a	Father.		
	
	
	
	
	

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHVyWLU6Er8
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“ I write these things to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal 
life. This is the confidence we have in approaching God: 
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” 

 
1 John 5:13-14 

 
The	Christian	walk	is	not	always	an	easy	one.	One	of	the	greatest	difficulties	for	
many	Christians	 is	experiencing	those	times	of	difficulty	and	 loss	–	those	times	
when	we	 know	 that	we	must	 turn	 to	 God.	 Yet,	 for	whatever	 reason,	we	 often	
rather	wallow	 in	 the	 difficulty	 of	 our	 circumstances	 than	 turn	 to	 the	God	who	
loves	us!		
	
In	 this	 study,	 we	 will	 be	 exploring	 the	 Spiritual	 Sense	 of	 Hearing.	We	 will	 be	
looking	at	bible	verses	that	demonstrate	that	God	spoke	to	those	whom	He	love,	
and	is	evidence	of	the	fact	that	God	loves	us	still	today.		
	
There	 are	 many	 examples	 of	 God	 speaking	 in	 the	 Scriptures	 –	 the	 very	 first	
instance	 is	 seen	 in	 Genesis,	 in	 Eden.	 There,	 God	 speaks	 to	 His	 children	 in	 the	
intimacy	of	their	relationship.	So	when	they	sinned,	they	recognized	God’s	Voice	
when	He	came	to	see	them	and	so	they	hid	from	Him	(Gen.	3:8).	Equally	we	see	
in	Genesis	that	God	hears	even	the		

	
In	 Mark	 4,	 Jesus	 is	 teaching	 with	 Parables	 –	 from	 the	 Greek	 word	 παραβολή	
parabolē,	parables	were	illustrations	that	explained	what	would	otherwise	be	a	
complicated	 idea.	 In	 this	 case,	 Jesus	 is	 using	 the	 illustration	 of	 the	 sower	 to	
explain	the	way	in	which	people	receive	the	Word	of	God	as	it	is	preached.	What	
is	 really	 interesting	about	 this	passage	 is	 that	 Jesus	actually	goes	on	 to	explain	
what	this	parable	is	about.	The	irony	here	being	that	if	the	disciples	were	hearing	
as	Jesus	described	it,	then	they	should	not	have	needed	an	interpretation	of	the	
parable.		
	
“The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. 
But to those on the outside everything is said in 
parables…” 

 
Mark 4:11 
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In the YouTube Clip we see children describing God 
speaking through dreams and visions, how does this 
speak to you and your sense of Spiritual Hearing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In our reading, Jesus explains that the Parable of the 
Sower relates to hearing God’s word – consider Jesus’ 
explanation (Mt. 4:13-20). In these seven verses we 
see examples of not hearing the Word of God – do these 
examples speak to you? Perhaps remind you of a person 
in your life or a time in your life where you weren’t 
listening… 
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Did Jesus have to explain the parable to the disciples, 
shouldn’t they have already known as Followers of 
Jesus about hearing the Word? Perhaps, He explained it 
because of their special relationship with Him? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
Conclusion 
In	this	study	we	looked	at	the	relationship	we	have	with	God	and	the	fact	that	
God	desires	to	communicate	with	us	as	His	children.	We	also	looked	at	the	
passage	from	Mt.	4,	where	Christ	explains	the	way	in	which	the	Word	may	fall	on	
ears	that	are	not	ready	to	hear.	Our	challenge	in	this	is	to	be	the	word	that	is	like	
the	good	soil	–	not	arid	or	shallow,	so	that	the	challenges	of	life	can	snatch	up	the	
Word,	nor	encumbered	with	weeds	of	distraction	that	choke	the	Word.	As	good	
soil,	we	must	be	deep	in	our	relationship	with	God,	so	that	the	Word	will	be	
rooted	deep.		We	must	not	allow	the	distraction	of	the	world’s	troubles	or	our	
own	inhibitions	to	stop	God’s	Word	from	speaking	richly	into	our	lives!			
	
Often	when	we	say,	‘I	heard…’	we	sometimes	qualify	it	with	the	statement	–	‘not	
an	audible	voice…	but	something	like	it…’	or	something	to	that	effect.	We	do	this	
because	we	are	exercising	our	Spiritual	Sense	of	Hearing	and	we	struggle	to	
define	exactly	how	we	hear	God’s	voice.	While	we	may	never	audibly	hear	God’s	
voice,	it	has	happened	and	it	is	possible	that	it	may	happen	–	but	we	must	be	
prepared	for	the	hearing.		Let’s	notch	this	one	up	to	those	wonderful	miracles,	
which	we	experience	but	can’t	fully	explain	how	they	happen.	May	God	bless	you	
with	‘ears	that	hear’!	
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